
I
n its efforts to advocate for agriculture 
at both the state and national levels, 
Kentucky Farm Bureau (KFB) has 

initiated discussions with agriculture 
officials and organizations across the 
state related to the Farm Bill. 

In the coming year, discussions will 
continue to be held by way of Farm Bill 
Discussion Committees as to create 
a blueprint of sorts detailing what 
state agriculturalists feel needs to be 
included, excluded or changed as part 
of the 2018 Farm Bill. 

This collective group of stakeholders 
will help identify the needs and concerns 
of Kentucky farmers that are connected 
to agriculture’s most important piece of 
legislation. 

KFB President Mark Haney said 
input is critical especially with so many of 
the lawmakers and much of the general 
public being far removed from the farm.

“More and more of the very people 
who vote on this legislation aren’t overly 
familiar with agriculture. So it’s important 
for those of us who are in the industry 
to have input in what is included in the 
bill, and to have discussions with our 
lawmakers to help them understand it, 
as well,” he said. 

Haney added that by beginning 
the process at this time, Kentucky 
agriculture will be poised to have a 
strong voice when it comes to the 
content of the next bill.

“We think now is an important time 
to begin these conversations of what we 
think works with the current Farm Bill 
and maybe what’s not working as well, 
and we think the timing is right for us to 
go to work on that now,” he said. “This is 
a huge piece of legislation and everyone 
has an opinion on it so we are going to 
try, collectively, to assemble many of 
those opinions so we can come with a 
unified voice to our elected leaders.” 

KFB First Vice President Eddie 
Melton is serving as chair of the 
discussion committees. He said having 
the various commodity groups and 
other stakeholders involved is critical 
when it comes to input for the Farm Bill.

“As we move through these meetings, 

it’s important that we have a unified 
message and having so many from the 
different agriculture sectors at the table will 
help to ensure this,” he said. 

The Farm Bill, which was originally 
passed in 1933, is the main agriculture/
food related piece of legislation that 
is re-authorized approximately every 
five years. It consists of 12 sections or 
titles. These titles cover a wide range 
of subjects including crop insurance, 
conservation, nutrition, trade and rural 
development, to name a few.

Funding for the bill comes two 
ways; one through direct or mandatory 
appropriations and the other through 
yearly appropriations or discretionary 
funds that are part of the overall federal 
budget. 

The largest part of the bill, from 
a financial perspective, is related to 
the Nutrition Title which includes the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP). Approximately 77 
percent of the current bill appropriations 
are allocated to this title. When the 2014 
Farm Bill was moving through Congress, 
there were efforts to separate the Nutrition 
Title from the remainder of the legislation. 

Melton said keeping the bill 
together, as it is, only makes sense 
pointing out the obvious relationship 
between food programs and the 
programs that oversee those producing 
the nation’s food supply.

“I think it is important to keep the 
Farm Bill intact as it is without removing 
the Nutrition Title for the simple fact, 
food production and food distribution 

go hand-in-hand regardless 
what initiatives are used to fund 
programs such as SNAP,” he 
said. “As the demand for local 
foods grows, more and more 
people who need some type 
of food assistance are taking 
advantage of venues such as 
farmers’ markets to obtain, 
fresh, healthy food while 
gaining a broader knowledge 
of where their food comes 
from.”  

Simply put, the USDA 
describes the bill as being, 

“important legislation that provides 
authorization for services and programs 
that impact every American and millions 
of people around the world.”

For more information about 
the Farm Bill, visit the web page, 
https://www.ky fb.com/federation/
commodities/2018-farm-bill.  
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